Everyday Technical English  



Assignment 6 - Maintenance

1. Match the object with the problem

	Object
	Problem

	1. canvas belt
	a. contaminated

	2. rubber seal
	b. blocked

	3. machine
	c. rotten

	4. liquid
	d. vibration/shake

	5. valve
	e. perished

	6. pipe
	f. jammed


2. Complete the table.
	verb
	adjective

	bend
	bent

	
	torn

	
	corroded

	crack
	

	
	fatigued

	wear out
	

	
	perished


3. Complete the following sentences using the words in the table below.
	malfunction
	fatigue
	leaking
	stuck

	detached
	bearings
	overheated
	sparking


1.
There was a __________ and I think it was caused by a __________
coupling.

2. 
Can you see any loose connections? What’s causing the __________?

3. 
During a normal service we lubricate the __________ and check the 
casing.

4. 
The engine is extremely hot. I think it __________.

5. 
We need to replace this seal, this one is __________.

6. 
The axle is __________. It won’t rotate.

7. 
It’s important we replace key components regularly otherwise we will 
have problems with 
__________.

4. Use a word from the box below to complete the following sentences.

	faulty
	component
	fully stretched
	urgently

	overhaul
	reliable
	strip
	make

	failure
	lubricated
	dismantle
	critical


a. We need to allow extra maintenance time for the packing machines.  They need a complete …………… .

b. I need to replace the sensor unit.  We’ve been getting very unusual readings from it.  It must be …………… .

c. All moving parts must be …………… weekly.

d. Tell the suppliers we need the part …………… . They might be able to deliver it this afternoon.

e. Does the machine always ……………that strange noise?

f. This is a …………… piece of equipment.  If it breaks down, our whole production process has to stop.

g. You’ll need to …………… the whole unit to get at the bearings.

h. Each …………… has a unique code number.  It helps when we need to re-order parts.

i. This is our busiest time of year.  All our maintenance teams are …………… .

j. We had a system …………… last night.  We lost the quality data on the last hour of production.

k. This job is going to take me a couple of hours.  I need to …………… down the engine completely.

l. This is a very …………… machine.  It has never broken down.

5. Give the opposite of the phrase in bold.

It’s a minor fault.




……………………………

It’s very reliable.




……………………………

It’s designed for heavy use.


……………………………

It’s very complex.




……………………………

We need to speed things up.


……………………………
6. Identify which of the following sentences are grammatically incorrect.

a. At the moment there is too much downtimes on our B line.

b. We need to modernise all our existing machinery.
c. We plan to invest over £1 billion in the new plant next year.

d. How much work needs to be done on the boiler?

e. How long will the works take?

f. This is very important equipments.
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